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chronic liver disease and hepatocellular carcinoma. To determine whether the trend toward higher
CD4 cell counts among HIV-infected PWID during 2001-2003 reflected the effect of safer injection
practices and other factors, we analyzed demographic, behavioral, clinical, and laboratory data on
the prevalence and correlates of HIV and HCV infections among 1323 HIV-infected PWID enrolled in

seven multi-site studies. A total of 272 (20.9%) were also infected with HCV. Compared with
noninjecting persons, injectors were younger (mean age 35.9 vs. 40.4 years), more likely to be

nonwhite (71.5% vs. 33.7%), and more likely to report recent (26.9% vs. 7.3%) and lifetime (78.0%
vs. 58.4%) cocaine injection. They were more likely to have syringe sharing (21.9% vs. 12.9%),

frequent sex partners (79.5% vs. 41.3%), and to have been incarcerated (66.8% vs. 18.1%) and to
have mental health (40.2% vs. 15.4%) and physical health (41.9% vs. 17.8%) problems. With respect

to HIV-related behaviors, they were less likely to
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