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open source software (oss) has a different paradigm: if you
contribute to the development of the oss community, you will have
access to future versions of the software as well as to the complete
code base. this is great. the downside is that you also have to put
some time and effort into it. the result, though, will probably be

worth it. but, if you decide to use mathematica, you have to keep
the following points in mind: if you want to change or modify any of
the code, you will have to ask the the author's help. he might not

support it, even if he is open to new ideas. there might be a license
for mathematica if you use it illegally. you can't blame him. you
don't want to apply the following ideas to someone else's code,

right? if you want to sell your applications, make sure that the code
isn't modified. if you think that the license is too expensive, ask

your teacher to pay a little less. if you really want to get a license,
you can do it by a trial version. of course, it's up to you to decide

which one to use. on one hand, you have other free or open-source
solutions, on the other, you can try to convince your teacher to use
mathematica. but, at the end of the day, the choice is yours. your

decision will have consequences on your personal life, your
professional career, and your future. it's time to propose to your
teacher a work-around with a free or open-source solutions. for
instance, you can, with his help, attend the lecture with another
software. this could provide a solution for the next-year lecture.
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