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You are here Non-binary Trans Rights at the 2016 Oscars A number of actors have won Academy
Awards for their role in films, however, if you are not assigned male or female at birth, you may not
always feel you can represent the ‘real’ you. Today, TransNation is running an article explaining
some of the stars who have had their winnings stripped, for being non-binary. One category that
particularly highlights the issue of non-binary visibility is that of supporting actress. In 2016, Javier
Bardem won for his role in ‘No Country For Old Men’, but in 2012 he was nominated for his role in
‘Vicky Cristina Barcelona’. They were both declared to be men in 2012, despite non-binary people
being able to identify as such. However, in 2016, Bardem was announced as a supporting actor for
his role in ‘Immortals’. This category is designed to celebrate women, but due to the outdated list of
actors who are eligible for the award, Bardem did not receive it. Of the four categories in which he
was eligible, four were allocated to actors who have clearly identified as male, and one was allocated
to an actor who is considered a woman but is not assigned female at birth. It must be noted that
there is some discrepancy over whether an actor can be accepted in the category of supporting
actor, depending on their gender. Some people believe that an actor must identify as female, yet
others believe it is only necessary that an actor is not female, and thus the actor’s gender is
irrelevant. Nevertheless, in the example given, it is clear that Bardem was not awarded his Oscar in
the supporting actor category. The actress Jennifer Lawrence won the 2016 best supporting actress
award for her role in ‘Silver Linings Playbook’, despite rumours suggesting that the Oscar may have
been awarded to her as a result of her appearance in a bathing suit in a recent film. The Academy
Awards has come under fire for giving prizes in categories that are not inclusive of trans people, and
Lawrence faced calls to drop her prize. In addition, actor Bradley Cooper was awarded the
supporting actor prize for ‘Silver Linings Playbook’, despite not having the female gender assigned
to him at birth. Oscar also accepts legends in the film world such as Viola Davis, who was due to
receive the best supporting actress award for her role in ‘Fences’, but
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